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March 1st-  30 minute late start- Professional Development
March 8th- 30 minute late start- Professional Development
March 13th - Early Dismissal - PTC's 
March 15th- 30 minute late start- Professional Development
March 16th - - Early Dismissal - PTC's 
March 17th- NO SCHOOL
March 22nd- 30 minute late start- Professional
Development
March 29th- 30 minute late start- Professional Development

CALENDAR AT A GLACE
March 

M A R C H  2 0 2 3
C P U S C H O O L S . O R G  

Important!

Early Out March 13th and 16th

Parent Teacher Conferences: March 13th

and 16th

No school March 17th!

End of 3rd quarter March 21st.

Spring ahead! Weekend of March 11th-12th!

https://www.myschoolmenus.com/organizations/1095
http://bit.ly/CPUYearbook23
https://cpuschools.org/digital-backpack/


District OfficeDistrict Office

By Mr. John W. Elkin, Assistant Superintendent

Beginning in the fall of 2021, as the district leaders responsible for oversight, facilitation, and
coordination of our district's six major departments, we implemented the development and monitoring
of Key Performance Indicators (KPI's) as I believe goals and the monitoring of those goals is a key
action to achieve success.  Such that, on behalf of all the Departments, I am proud to communicate and
be transparent by sharing the below Winter KPIs. 
 
As a reminder, the mission/goal of our district is to ensure high levels of learning for all students and
everyone plays a role in that--either directly or indirectly.  

Thank you to all staff including the Department Directors and those they serve including coaches, food
service, custodial, and transportation employees for making CPU a great place for students and staff.

Winter Department KPI's



Transportation DepartmentTransportation Department

Fun Facts
By Stacy Conway

Q: How wide and long is a school bus?
A: In the United States, school buses are restricted to a maximum width of 102 inches and a
maximum length of 45 feet.

Q: How heavy is a school bus?
A: A basic car weighs around 3,500 pounds. A bus is closer to 20,000 pounds, which is equivalent
to 3 African elephants.

Q: How many miles to a gallon does a school bus get?
A: Depending on specifications, anywhere from 6 and 9.

Q: How safe is the school bus?
A: The NHTSA says that traveling by school bus is seven times safer than traveling by car or
truck.

Q: How are school bus drivers trained?
A: School bus drivers are the most highly trained, tested and scrutinized drivers on the road.  All
school bus drivers must obtain a Commercial Driver’s License (CDL) and must pass written and
skills tests to obtain a School Bus Endorsement.  Once they have their licenses, drivers receive
specialized classroom and behind-the-wheel training in driving a school bus.  All school bus
drivers are required to participate in pre-employment, random and post-accident drug and alcohol
testing, undergo frequent driving record checks, and pass periodic medical exams to ensure they
are physically qualified.  CPU drivers also must pass background checks prior to employment.

Q: Why are school buses yellow?
A: In 1939, representatives across the country gathered to debate how to standardize buses so they
would be recognizable in traffic.  Many different colors were considered, but the winner was the
distinctive shade you know and love, which is officially called National School Bus Glossy
yellow.



Food Service DepartmentFood Service Department

National School Breakfast Week!

Brenda Wyse

National School Breakfast Week is March 6-10. Eating breakfast at school is convenient - we are
open at all schools for about a half an hour before school starts, economical K-5 $1.70, 6-8 $1.75,
and 9-12 $1.80, $.30 for reduced price qualifying students and free for free qualifying students,
and delicious - we offer a varied menu daily-click link- menu. 
 
School breakfasts play a big role in helping kids get the nutrition they need to learn, grow, and be
healthy. The School Nutrition and Meal Cost Study* showed that school breakfast is a big supplier
of foods most kids don’t eat enough of—whole grains, fruits, and dairy. The study also found that
kids who eat school breakfast eat more of these foods than kids who eat breakfast elsewhere.

*U.S. Department of Agriculture, Food and Nutrition Service, Office of Policy Support, School Nutrition and Meal Cost Study, Final Report
Volume 2: Nutritional Characteristics of School Meals by Elizabeth Gearan, Mary Kay Fox, Katherine Niland, Dallas Dotter, Liana Washburn,
Patricia Connor, Lauren Olsho, and Tara Wommak. Project Officer: John Endahl. Alexandria, VA: April 2019. FNS-928 • March 2022 • USDA is
an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender. 

https://www.myschoolmenus.com/organizations/1095


High SchoolHigh School

EXTRAVAGANZA 2023

The Center Point - Urbana HS Vocal Music
Department is hosting the annual
Extravaganza on March 10, 11 & 12. Pre-
ticket sales occur through March 1 from any
HS vocal music student. Ticket sales will also
be available at the door each day of the event.
Extravaganza features different solo and
ensemble performances each day, and a
showcase of the competition Jazz Choirs and
Show Choir. Tickets are $10 which include
pre-performance dessert and the show. See the
flyer for details.

CPU High School’s final Parent-Teacher
Conferences for the year are Monday, March
13th and Thursday, March 16th from 2 p.m. to
7:30 p.m. Parents & Guardians can begin sign
up beginning on Friday, March 3rd. You will
be emailed the link to sign up for each 8
minute conference with your child’s teachers. 

If you do not receive the link, go to our
webpage after Friday the 3rd and click on the
homepage link. 

Note to parents/guardians: At the high school
level you only need to meet with the teachers
of your student and not their homeroom
teacher. There will be maps available to help
you find your way. 

Any questions please reach out to the high
school office. Thank you!

PARENT-TEACHER CONFERENCES

END OF YEAR DATES TO REMEMBER
We are in our third quarter currently and our days
are going fast. Seniors and parents should pay
special attention to the red dates as these pertain
to them…. Here are important dates…
 March 10 - ACT Registration Due for CPU site.
 March 13 & 16 - Parent Teachers Conferences
 March 17 - No School
 March 21 - 3rd Quarter Ends
 March 22 - 4th Quarter Begins
 March 24 - Last day to Register for April ACT: 
                 Late Fee Applied to ACT Registration
 April 7-11 - No School
 April 15 - ACT at CPUHS 
 April 21 - Senior Trip - TBD 
 April 22 - Junior - Senior Prom 
 April 23 - Post Prom 
 May 8 - No School
 May 23-24 - Senior Finals (decided by teachers)
 May 24 - Seniors ½ Day…Graduation Rehearsal
at 11 a.m.
               Dismissed following rehearsal. 
 May 26 - Early Out - Last Day of School
 May 28th - Commencement Ceremonies 
                in Gym  at 2 p.m.

http://www.cpuschools.org/


As we end our first semester at CPU MS I can't help but to reflect on all the great things our students
and staff are doing in and out of the classrooms. The beginning of the school year seems like a long
time ago, but our students and staff continue to do great things.

Here is a small list of highlights:
* Meet and Greet/6th Grade Orientation
* 6th Grade Campout
* Homecoming
* Successful Fall/Winter activities
* 80+ Students of the Month awarded
* Fire/Tornado/Intruder Drills taught/reviewed
* Fall Parent Teacher Conferences
* Wonderful Band/Choir Concerts
* Winter clothing/supply drives for those in need

All of these are great, but I want to remind our parents, students, staff, and community that the most
impressive part of CPU MS is the learning that happens everyday. Our staff is absolutely world class
and we have high expectations for each and everyone of our students. Sometimes it is difficult to see
the growth on a day to day basis, but make no mistake, our students learn at high levels.

Middle SchoolMiddle School

Continuous Improvement
This is my twenty third year at CPU.
The question I get asked most by people
is, "What makes CPU a special place?"
My answer is simple, "The people in
this community are amazing and the
school district has always been driven to
improve outcomes for ALL kids."

What’s Happening at CPU MS?

Goals
CPU Middle School is constantly working to
improve. Our three goals (Big Rocks) for the 22-23
school year are:
1. Increase academic performance so that all
students master essential standards, are provided
extensions, and receive support in goal setting.
2. Empower students and staff by implementing the
7 Habits (Leader in Me) and Social Emotional
Learning (SEL) competencies.
3. Increase external and internal communication by
implementing our communications plan.
Please know that each of these goals are being
monitored/measured throughout the year.
Our parent and community feedback is part of the
process to improve. We will be asking for your
input with surveys in the spring including the
Measurable Results Assessment (Leader in Me)
and Scope (communication) survey.
Please don't wait until the spring if you have
questions or concerns about our goals. We want to
be clear about our process and transparent with all
stakeholders.

Students & Staff Recognition

Each month our staff nominates students
in each grade that exemplify
characteristics of that month’s habit. In
December, our focus was on Habit #3 Put
First Things First. In January, our focus
was Habit #4 Think WIN/WIN. On the
first Friday of each month we honor these
students at our Family Table assemblies.
Below are our December and January.
Students of the Month: 



A great reminder to review Bus Expectations
Sit in a seat with feet out of the aisle.
Talk to the person in the seat, across the aisle
Talk in a voice level similar to the classroom
Stay in seat when the bus is moving
Stand up when the bus driver opens the door
Windows--need permission from the bus driver. The student who opened the window is
responsible to put the window up when the student gets off the bus.

If your student has a phone, please remind them that they cannot listen or watch inappropriate
content. It is also against our expectations to video or take pictures of another student without
parental consent unless it’s an emergency situation. 

Parent Teacher Conferences

Parents will have the opportunity to sign-up
(online) with any of their students’ core (Math,
ELA, Science, Social Studies) and current
Exploratory teachers (General Music,
Wellness, Financial Literacy, Computer
Science, Art, PE).
Conferences will be held in the teacher’s
classrooms
We encourage students to attend with their
parents, but it is not mandatory.  

Our PTCs will be held on March 13th and 16th
from 2-7:30pm. These conferences will be different
from our fall conferences. 

Our hope is that this new format allows for our
parents and teachers to connect at a deeper level
and increase an already outstanding participation
level. We had approximately 80% of our parents in
the fall at conferences. 

Middle SchoolMiddle School

MS Schedule 
Because we are always trying to
improve, the middle school is exploring
a schedule change for the 23-24 school
year. I want to be transparent with you
that we are in the initial phases of this.
We have a team of middle school staff
members that have been outstanding as
they work through the challenges of
change.

Our goals are to a) increase the amount
of time our students receive core
instruction b) provide common planning
time for content teachers c) increase the
time our students receive science and
social studies instruction d) have
embedded time for Multi Tiered
Systems of Support (MTSS)

Bus Expectations

LiMe Award
The Middle School Staff also honors our staff members at a
monthly meeting in which two staff members receive a LiMe
award (Leader in Me.) Our December and January recipients
of the LiMe awards were Ms. Sara Floyd, Mr. Josh Helmke,
Ms. Shane Wunder, and Ms. Katie Mallie. We have great
people, doing great work, for great kids!



IntermediateIntermediate  

The fourth grade bike ride has been scheduled for Friday, May 12th. Students will start the day in
class. When it is time to leave, all riders will gather in the back of the building to ride to Center
Point. Once at Fross Park, students will be able to use the park to play until lunchtime. After
lunch, everyone will start the ride back to Urbana. All bike ride participants will need to wear a
helmet. If you need a helmet or bike to use that day, please start by contacting your child’s
teacher. Our main goal is to create a fun experience for all.

All field trips, including the bike ride, may allow parents/family members to attend. Often space,
especially when it comes to riding the bus, is limited. Teachers will communicate whether
volunteers are needed or if parents may attend with their child. Anytime parents attend field
trips/events with their child, they are required to fill out the volunteer application. This needs to
be done once each school year. Here is a link to the application. Please check with the
Intermediate office if you have any questions.  

Grandparents Day

Thank you to the Center Point-Urbana PTO, teachers, and families for making the first Grandparents Day
Cocoa and Conversation event at the Intermediate successful. It was a great experience for the students to
be able to spend some time with a special family member or two on this day. Over 350 family members
attended the event. The time at each station went very quickly. A few adjustments were made on the day
of the event and many things were learned to make it even better in the future. 

Bike Ride/Field Trips

https://cpuschools.keepntrack.com/apply/index.html?db=cpuschools


IntermediateIntermediate  

The end of the second trimester was Monday, February 27th. The elementary schools are divided into
trimesters for a couple of reasons. Much of what is done in an elementary school is done every three,
six or 12 weeks. Since a school year is typically 36 weeks, it works out very well to be divided into
trimesters. As mentioned in the previous newsletter, schools do FAST testing three times a year. The
first round is shortly after the beginning of the school year. The second round of FAST testing is
typically done in January toward the end of the second semester. The final FAST testing will be done
in early May.  

Teachers use this data to meet the needs of students. The screeners make sure no one is falling
through the cracks without being noticed. In between the screening assessments, teachers are
providing core instruction and interventions for students. If students are below benchmark, the
teachers are progress monitoring weekly. Interventions may be adjusted every three weeks, but
teachers do meet about every six weeks to look at progress monitoring data and adjust interventions
for students who are not making adequate progress or those who may no longer need an intervention.   

The end of a trimester gives teachers an opportunity to report progress to parents. Many elementary
schools have been standard based for quite a few years, meaning we are focused on students learning
the standard by the end of the school year. Learning is a journey that every student may take a
somewhat different road. The teachers work every day to make sure all students are learning the
standards by the end of a unit and especially by the end of the school year. Some standards are taught
2-3 times a year to make sure they have been learned by all students.  

Teachers are continuing to gather evidence of student learning to report to you. Report cards will be
finished up and will be sent home with students Friday, March 10th. Parent teacher conferences are
the following week (Monday March 13th and Thursday, March 16th). If you see something marked
AC (Area of Concern) on your child's report card, that is an area you might want to focus on during
your conference with the teacher. Standards marked P (progressing) are normal during the school
year. It is quite possible this is something a child has not mastered/met yet, but it could be a standard
that has not been fully covered in the classroom yet.  

Your partnership with your child’s teacher in helping them along this learning journey is greatly
appreciated. We have the best families at CPU! The support teachers receive from the Center Point-
Urbana Community does not go unnoticed.  

End of 2nd Trimester

PTO Sock Hop
The PTO Sock Hop is scheduled for Friday, March 24th from 5pm-7pm in the Intermediate Gym/MP
room. It is a fun event that the PTO puts on for Intermediate Students. Trick or Treat at the Primary is
an event that the PTO puts on for younger students in the district. This is more geared for our older
students in third, fourth and fifth grade.  

The gym area is used for the dance. Parents are encouraged to come dance with their children. There
have been some students/families who like to dress in 50s outfits. Many dress like they are coming to
school. Children/families will dance to a variety of songs that may include some fun songs like The
Children Dance, The Twist and/or The Limbo. The Sock Hop also has games such as Giant Jenga,
Book Bingo, and Cornhold Bags. There is even a plan for a photo booth. There will also be raffles for
prizes. 



Did you know that we have high school students coming every day to the primary to work with our
students? We are so grateful for their presence in the building. We have students who watch and wait
for the students to come every day. The high school students work with primary students on
everything from math, to reading, to even taking a break to shoot some hoops or play a board game.
The high school class that these students choose to enroll in so that they can be a part of the lives of
younger students has been such a neat experience that will make a lasting memory for the primary
students for many years to come. Thank you again to all of those high school students who make it a
priority to work with our students!

PrimaryPrimary

Parent/Teacher Conferences

March 13th and 16th

Parent/Teacher Conferences are an
opportunity for our families to spend time
together with teachers to talk about the
progress of their students. Not only is this a
moment in time for parents and guardians to
understand academic progress, it is also a time
to connect with their student’s teachers.
Conferences are a scheduled meeting that
takes place, however our teachers are in
constant communication with parents through
emails, phone calls, newsletters, and face to
face conversations. We look forward to taking
a pause with our families to see one another
face to face and talk about the learning and
growth of our students. 

Thank you to High School Students

Preschool Registration

3 year old preschool is a half day program that
meets in the morning
Students are placed in classes in either Center
Point or Urbana
3 year old preschool is a tuition based program
Tuition for the 2023-24 school year is
$100/month
Some families may qualify for tuition
assistance

Students who require midday transportation
will be charged a transportation fee

CPU Primary is now taking registrations for both 3
year old and 4 year old preschool classes for the
2023/-24 school year. Please find the forms for
registration on the CPU Schools website.  

3 Year Old Preschool Information: 

Transportation for 3yr old and 4yr old preschool

We look forward to working together with our
community and families as we enter into the new
school year with preschool classes! 



We've had a busy few months and several exciting things to take note of over the next several months
to round out the year. Thank you for your overall engagement and participation, and with your
patience as we try out new things and continue to solidify the strategic direction for the group. It's a
constant conversation with the group to make sure we are stewarding your funds in the right way. 

PTOPTO

Strategic update on the playground

Conversations are continuing around what the
Primary refresh will look like and timing. At
this point, we are still planning for end of
23/24 school year. At the same time, we are
starting conversations about what, if anything,
can be done at the Intermediate playground as
well. We are setting aside money for one or
both so any additional funds that come in
(through the Sock Hop, Hy-vee Receipts, etc)
will be allocated towards those efforts. 

PTO NEWS (Primary and Intermediate)

Events over the past few months:

Movie night: Over 50 people attend the Movie
Night at the Primary school!
Room Service for Staff: All staff that
participated selected a snack and drink of their
choice, delivered to their room.
Cocoa and Conversations: Students in the
Intermediate building were able to invite up to
two guests to join them for some fun and
cocoa/cookies. We had over 350 guests,
including many grandparents. It was an
afternoon full of memories and smiles. Thank
you to those who joined!

Coming up - Save The Dates!!
Sock Hop on March 24th at the
Intermediate School from 5-7pm
Muffins with Mom on April 20th at the
Primary and April 27th at the Intermediate
School
Watch for more information about another
McTeacher Night coming soon too! 

 As always, watch the CPU PTO
(@cpupto) Facebook page for
more details. 



Must be a high school student or older.
A thorough understanding of the sport you wish to officiate.
The ability to interpret and apply rules.

HS students are eligible to obtain a license and officiate junior high contests, but may not
officiate senior high games (with soccer as the exception).
An official is required to have a valid IHSAA license to officiate grades 7-12 between member
schools in the sports of baseball, basketball, football, cross country, soccer, swimming, wrestling
and track and field.
All officials’ licenses expire annually and are renewable for one year.

Officials must score 75% or above on an online open book exam in the sport for which they
intend to officiate. Exams are available online approximately 1 month prior to the starting date of
each sport.
Officials are required to view an online rules interpretation meeting in their sport(s) before the
season begins. Rules meetings are available online approximately 1 month prior to the starting
date of each sport.

From our website (www.iahsaa.org), click on OFFICIALS. Once that page opens, click on,
“Online Registration Form for New and Re-Registered Officials”.
Fees - One sport - $50
Full-time college student or high school student - $20
Each additional sport - $12

Directly contact the athletic directors at area schools expressing interest.
You are strongly encouraged to become a member of a local officials’ association where you can
receive training, mentoring and assistance in obtaining game contracts. A list of associations can
be found under the “Officials” tab of the website.

by Scott Kriegel, Activities Director

Recent shortages in officials have begun to impact middle school and high school athletics.
Information below provides details on how to become an official in the state of Iowa provided by the
IHSAA.

Qualifications

Policies

Exams & Rules Meetings

How to Register

Once You’re An Official

Questions - Call the IHSAA at 515-432-2011.

Activities DepartmentActivities Department

How To Become An Official

http://www.iahsaa.org/


Sports BoostersSports Boosters

by Brent Winterhof

The following sponsors help pay for the equipment for broadcasting and the cameras in the gym and
on the football field. They also help make our broadcast free for all! Thanks to the sponsors who help
make this happen!

The Koppedryer Family, Center Point Foods, Discerning Wealth - Joshua Katcher, Center Point
Chiropractic - Justin Fisher, The Dennis Miller Family, Bish’s RV, Center Point Family Dentistry,
Neighbor Insurance - Jennifer Dunn & Roger Latteyer, Hiawatha Bank and Trust, Grandparents of
Ryan and Logan Keller, Center Point Insurance, First Federal Credit Union, and the CPU All-Sports
Booster Club.

Thank you, Sponsors!



CPU NationCPU Nation  
School History WebsiteSchool History Website

Want to know when someone graduated from high school? 
The school historical website has that information

A video of the 2015 boys state track 4 x 400 Relay that clinched the state championship

Urbana Yearbooks 1961-62, 1958-59, 1956-57, 1955-56, 1953-54, 1950-51 and all years prior 

Any videos for volleyball from 2002 to 2012 or basketball videos from the 80’s for Urbana or
Center Point high schools

By Brent Winterhof,

There are pictures and lists of who graduated and in what year on the school historical website! Go to
cpunation.touchpros.com and find out this information and more!

This is a living site and will continually have information, videos, and pictures added to it. Please
checkout some of the following!

Go to CPUNATION, then Academics, and Senior Composite. You can then choose 2021-22 and see
a picture of last years graduates, a list of those graduates and a picture of the top academic students!

Go to CPUNATION, then Academics, and Senior Composite. You can then choose 1988-89 and see
a picture of last graduates of Urbana and Center Point high schools There is also a list of names of
those graduates!

Go to CPUNATION, then Academics, and Senior Composite. You can then choose 1881-82 and see
a list of the earliest graduates we have on this site!

If you want to find out the year someone graduated, go to the bottom of the home screen and click on
the magnifying glass. You can then enter the last name of that student. One of the results will be the
senior composite site for that student!

Enjoy looking through the entire site!

We are also looking for the following information:

If you have any of the above or see any errors, email touchpros@cpuschool.org and we will make
arrangements to get the information from you!

mailto:touchpros@cpuschool.org


EEO and Non-Discrimination NoticeEEO and Non-Discrimination Notice

Architecture and Construction
Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics 
Transportation, Distribution and Logistics
Business, Management, and Administration 
Health Science 
Human Services 

EQUAL EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY 
The Center Point- Urbana School District offers career and technical programs in the following service areas: 

It is the policy of the Center Point-Urbana School District not to discriminate in its educational programs
and/or activities on the basis of age (except for permitting/prohibiting students to engage in certain activities),
race, color, national origin, religion, sex, disability, sexual orientation, gender identity, or marital status,
gender, socioeconomic status, or creed in accordance with state and federal laws, rules, and regulations. 

The District is committed to the policy that no otherwise qualified person will be excluded from educational
programs or activities on the basis of age (except for permitting/prohibiting students to engage in certain
activities), race, color, national origin, religion, sex, disability, sexual orientation, gender identity or marital
status, gender, socioeconomic status, or creed. Further, the District and the Board affirm the right of all
students and staff to be treated with respect and to be protected from intimidation, discrimination, physical
harm and harassment.
The board requires all persons, agencies, vendors, contractors and other persons and organizations doing
business with or performing services for the school district to subscribe to all applicable federal and state laws,
executive orders, rules and regulations pertaining to contract compliance and equal opportunity. 

The District has adopted grievance procedures for processing complaints of discrimination. If you have
questions or a grievance related to sex discrimination pursuant to Title IX, please contact Assistant
Superintendent, Title IX Coordinator, 202 West Main St, Urbana, Iowa, 319-849-1102,
jelkin@cpuschools.org, or the U.S. Department of Education (attn. Assistant Secretary, Office for Civil Rights;
400 Maryland Avenue Southwest, Washington, DC 20202; 800-421-3481; OCR@ed.gov). If you have
questions or a grievance related to any other provision of this policy, please contact Assistant Superintendent,
202 West Main St, Urbana, Iowa, 319-849-1102.

NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATION 
It is the policy of the Center Point-Urbana Community School District not to discriminate on the basis of age
(except for permitting/prohibiting students to engage in certain activities), race, color, national origin, religion,
sex, disability, sexual orientation, gender identity or marital status (in programs), gender, socioeconomic status
(in programs), creed, or genetic information (in employment) in admission or access to, or treatment in, its
programs and activities, and in employment practices, pursuant to Title IX of the Education Amendments of
1972, Title VI and Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the
Americans with Disabilities Act, and other applicable state and federal laws. 

The District has adopted grievance procedures for processing complaints of discrimination. If you have
questions or a grievance related to sex discrimination pursuant to Title IX, please contact Assistant
Superintendent, Title IX Coordinator, 202 West Main St, Urbana, Iowa, 319-849-1102,
jelkin@cpuschools.org, or the U.S. Department of Education (attn. Assistant Secretary, Office for Civil Rights;
400 Maryland Avenue Southwest, Washington, DC 20202; 800-421-3481; OCR@ed.gov). If you have
questions or a grievance related to any other provision of this policy, please contact Assistant Superintendent,
202 West Main St, Urbana, Iowa, 319-849-1102.


